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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Summary of Business Meeting 
Upper Midwest Regional Meeting, October 6, 1947 


The annual business meeting of the Wisconsin Library Association was 
called to order by the president, Richard E. Krug at 9:15 A. M. October 6, 
1947. 

Mr. Krug announced that if there were no objections, the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting would be dispensed with. There were no 
objections and it was so ordered. 

In the report of the president, Mr. Krug presented a resume of the efforts 
and challenges which were confronted relating to library legislation, the ap- 
proaching state Centennial and the Great Books Program. 

Miss Sanford, the treasurer, presented her report. It was accepted and placed 
on file. 

Miss Schrage moved a vote of thanks for a large contribution by the Mil- 
waukee Public Library. The motion was seconded by Miss Sornson and car- 
ried. 

The report of the Adult Education Committee was read by the secretary. 
There being no objections, this report was accepted and placed on file. 

Mr. Seebach read the report of the Certification and Civil Service Commit- 
tee. This report was accepted and placed on file. 
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The chairman of the State-wide Library Service Committee, Miss Krause, 
presented the report of her committee. During the discussion which followed, 
the need for increased support of the state-wide library service program from 
the public was expressed as well as the need for an active trustees section. 
Following the discussion, the report was accepted and placed on file. 

The report of the Federal Co-ordinator was read by Mr. Seebach. In this 
report, the co-ordinator gave an account of the attitudes of our federal legisla- 
tors on Bills S48 and HR 2465. The report was accepted and filed. 


Miss Fry gave the report of the Committee on Salaries and Personnel. This 
report was accepted and placed on file. 


The report of the Publicity Committee was read by the secretary. It was 
accepted and filed with the secretary. 


Miss May reported for the Membership Committee. The report was accepted 
and placed on file. A discussion followed regarding the correcting of the mail- 
ing list and possible methods for increasing the membership. 


The report of the Finance Committee was read, accepted and placed on file. 


Mr. Krug proposed the ratification of the action of the Executive Board in 
employing an executive secretary. It was moved by Miss Laing that the Execu- 
tive Board be given the power to employ an executive secretary with honor- 
arium. Mr. Chait proposed the following amendment to the motion: That the 
honorarium of $20.00 per month be paid the office, plus added expenses as 
certified by the executive board. Miss Laing accepted the amendment. Miss 
Schuette seconded the motion and it was carried. 

Mr. Seebach presented the report of the Centennial Committee in the form 
of a resolution. This report was accepted and placed on file and the resolution 
adopted. 

The report of the Resolutions Committee was given by Mr. Lester, who 
moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by Miss May and adopted 
unanimously by a rising vote. 

Miss Olsen read the report of the Nominating Committee. There being no 
objections, it was accepted and placed on file. 

Under old business the matter of several constitutional changes was pre- 
sented. Mr. Krug asked Mrs. Billings to preside at this time as he wished to 
participate in the discussion. This was the second reading of the proposed 
amendments. 

First proposed amendment : 

The officers to be elected for a term of two years, beginning with a non- 
legislative year. The object is to secure more continuity in planning of a legis- 
lative program and carrying through of that program. If adopted, the officers 
elected in 1947 shall serve two years. 

Miss Schrage moved the adoption of the first proposed amendment. It was 
seconded by Mrs. Metke and carried. 
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Second proposed amendment : 

If the first recommendation is adopted, the retiring president shall not serve 
on the Executive Board of the Association. 

After a discussion, Mr. Krug moved that this amendment be indefinitely 
postponed. Mr. Allez seconded the motion. The motion for indefinite postpone- 
ment was adopted. 

Third proposed amendment : 

The Wisconsin Library Association representative or representatives on the 
American Library Association Council be member or members of the Wis- 
consin Library Association Executive Board, with the right to vote. 

A discussion followed, after which Mr. Krug moved that the third proposed 
amendment be referred to a special committee for report. Mr. Chait seconded 
the motion. Motion carried. 

Mr. Krug resumed the chair and called for any new business. 


Mrs. Brann presented a resolution pertaining to the development of the 
Great Books Program and moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by 
Miss Barkman and the resolution was adopted. 

Miss Hensey read a resolution requesting the Wisconsin Library Association 
to annually subsidize the Spring meeting of the Section Workers with Chil- 
dren and Young People. This subsidy is to be based on a budget prepared by 
the Section and approved by the executive board. Miss Hensey moved the 
adoption of the resolution. It was seconded by Miss Lincoln. Motion carried. 

The meeting was at this time turned over to Mr. John Chancellor, vice chair- 
man of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, who with Mrs. Frederick W. 
Thomas appeared for the Commission. Mr. Chancellor announced that this 
was a period for discussion of mutual problems and any suggestions from the 
membership of the association for further activities of the Commission. A 
worthwhile discussion followed. 

Mr. Lester presented a resolution regarding a request that the proposed 
revision of the classification and pay plan of state personnel include a proper 
classification scheme and a fully adequate salary schedule for professional li- 
brary personnel. Motion for adoption was made by Mr. Lester, seconded by 
Miss Sornson and the resolution was adopted. 


The meeting adjourned at 12:30 P. M. 
Jane K. Billings, Secretary 
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Report of the Treasurer for 
October 1947 Convention 
Receipts 
General Fund from 1946 
TOPAGUPOT oo nccceicnesccccscd $772.65 
Membership dues............ 972.00 
$1,744.65 
Expenditures 
Executive Board.............. $ 92.21 
ee Gee ee aerree 23.85 
eC 5 ae a ee 29.42 
Treasurer & Membership 

Committee .................. 28.82 
Executive Secretary........ 112.43 
American Library Asso- 

OO a ie aes 25.00 
Convention 1946.............. 15.50 
Statewide Library Serv- 

| nee 215.92 
Other Committees and 

Miscellaneous ..........-.-- 19.46 

Total Fexpoenditures...:...:--.ccce....<22 $ 562.61 
Total Receipts........ $1,744.65 
Expenditures ........ 562.61 


Balance in Bank......$1,182.04 


In addition I might add that we have 
received the following contributions from 
the Milwaukee Public Library: 
Addressograph plates for the entire mem- 

bership of W. L. A. 

The Newsletter 

Library Browser 
Telephone and Telegraph 
Postage 


Adult Education Committee 

The Adult Education Committee because 
of a rather late start in getting into action 
found that its major activity this year was 
in providing representation for the Wiscon- 
sin Library Association on the Joint Com- 
mittee on Education in Wisconsin. The ac- 
tivity of this committee has been centered 
around three major phases: 

1. “The preparing of authentic, unbiased, 
statistical and informational material for use 
in study groups in the various organizations. 

2. “The sponsoring of conferences—edu- 
cation workshops—held in various sections 


of the state to bring reliable information di- 
rectly to interested citizen groups and in 
turn getting local reactions to state-wide 
problems. 

3. “By means of radio to bring education- 
al broadcasts to interested listeners.” 

The Adult Education Committee feels 
that up to the present time no entirely satis- 
factory means has been found to pass on 
to the members of the Association all of the 
valuable information that is being compiled 
continually by the members of this Commit- 
tee. The present Committee also feels that 
much of the good work of the Joint Com- 
mittee is lost to the Association because of 
the time of the year the new committee 
chairman is appointed. It would be an ad- 
vantage, we believe, for the new committee 
chairman to meet with the Joint Committee 
at its annual meeting in June and to be pre- 
sent at the meeting in August when. plans 
are discussed for the following year’s pro- 
gram. 

For continuity in work-planning it would 
seem to be an advantage also if the second 
committee member would automatically suc- 
ceed to the chairmanship of the Committee 
after a year’s experience in this capacity. 

The Adult Education Committee makes 
the following recommendations: 

1. That in order to provide continuity in 
planning and carrying out an effective pro- 
gram that the second committee member 
succeed to the chairmanship after the bene- 
fit of a year’s experience. 

2. That the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion assume the responsibility of publishing 
a monthly bulletin or news sheet to be sent 
to the membership of the Association for the 
purpose of keeping each member informed 
not only of the significant activities of the 
Wisconsin Library Association, but of the 
American Library Association, the Ameri- 
can Association for Adult Education, and 
the Joint Committee on Education in Wis- 
consin. 

8. That the librarians of the state make 
a survey of their respective communities to 
discover whether their forward looking citi- 
zens would be interested in organizing local 
Joint Committees on Education in order to 
“discuss and study matters of education, to 
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encourage various groups to study educa- 
tional problems, and to create intelligent 
public opinion.” 

“Education for survival” are ominous 
sounding words but according to the edi- 
torial in the September thirteenth Saturday 
Review of Literature “Now what we need 
is education—a sense of interrelationship such 
as is taught at few schools.” 

Hazel I. Medway, Chairman 
Benton Wilcox, Alternate 


Certification and Civil Service 
Committee 
On March 18th, 1947 three members of 

the Certification Committee, the President 
of Wisconsin Library Association, and Mr. 
Seebach appeared before the Senate Com- 
mittee on State and Local Government to 
urge passage of Bill 311S; the bill asked 
that 43.09 (1) of the statutes be amended to 
read that the Governor should appoint four 
persons for terms of five years each, who, 
together with the president of the univer- 
sity, the state superintendent and the sec- 
retary of the state historical society would 
constitute a Free Library Commission. The 
bill was unanimously passed by the Senate 
and on April 9th two members of the com- 
mittee and Mr. Seebach and Mr. Callahan 
appeared before the Education Committee 
of the Assembly in support of the bill. The 
bill passed the Assembly later, was signed 
by the Governor, and became a law. 

Elizabeth Faber 

Mrs. Edna M. Schaller 

Margie Sornson 

Frances Clark, Chairman 


State Wide Library Service Committee 

On January 24, 1947, the Committee of 
six members was appointed. On February 6 
and 7, 1947, the Committee met with Execu- 
tive board in Milwaukee at which time the 
state aid bill was discussed. 

On February 7, 1947, Bill 150A—match- 
ing proposed Federal Aid Fund with State 
Aid funds—was introduced by Assemblyman 
Wiley. On February 12, 1947, Mr. Wiley 
along with Assemblyman Clausen introduced 
Bill 850A by title. 

On February 19, 1947, a hearing was held 
on Bill 150A before the Education Commit- 
tee. On February 20, 1947, the Committee 
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on Education reported that it was not a 
favorable time to report out a bill request- 
ing an appropriation due to budget difficul- 
ties. They suggested holding the bill for a 
more advantageous time. 

On April 2, 1947, a hearing before the 
Education Committee was held on Bill 350A. 
There was good representation and good 
support. Many organizations, groups and in- 
dividuals appeared in favor of the bill. 

By April 19, 1947, nothing further had 
been heard of the status of the bill, so a 
letter of inquiry was sent to Mr. Wiley. 

On April 24, 1947 the Chairman attended 
an Executive Board meeting in Milwaukee 
at which the State Aid Bill and its status, 
etc. was discussed. It was at this meeting 
also that the leaflet on State Aid was 
planned. 

On April 24, 1947, Mr. Wiley replied on 
the question of the status of the bill and on 
May 18, 1947, both the bills were reported 
out of the Education Committee. Bill 150A 
was recommended for passage; Bill 350A 
without recommendation. 

On June 12, 1947, both bills were heard 
before joint finance committee and we of- 
fered a compromise of combining both bills 
in 850A. It was a favorable hearing—there 
was no opposition. 

When the legislative session adjourned the 
bills died in Committee and they had not 
been reported out. 

Once again we have failed and the ever- 
present question of “WHY?” stares us in the 
face. Did we revert to the mousey type of 
librarian who can only raise her voice to 
utter “Quiet, please?” in an already silent 
tomb? We must ring doorbells and canvass 
the streets. We must make ourselves known 
and heard. I feel certain that if we had all 
done as one librarian did in her community 
we would have a very triumphantly differ- 
ent report today. This energetic librarian 
canvassed her town. Fifteen signed leaflets 
a day were sent to their assemblymen and 
state senators. Business men wrote letters 
on their own letterheads and groups in the 
community voiced their approval of the 
State Aid program. Did you do as much? 

Now for next year,—Don’t stop working 
and talking state aid for libraries just be- 
cause we have no bill. Keep talking—our 
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fight will be all the harder because of the 
Veterans Bonus and the ninety million dol- 
lar school aid bill. 

One suggestion for the new committee 
would be for them to present the situation 
to the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance and 
ask them to make a study of the situation. 
Their report always carries a great deal of 
weight with the legislature since they have 
no axe to grind and are concerned only with 
the general merit of the expenditure and 
whether it offers the greatest good to the 
greatest number in the state. Of this we are 
convinced, but we must enlist aid in con- 
vincing the members of the state legislature. 

Dorothea M. Krause, Wausau, 
Chairman 

Hazel D. Laing, Marinette 

Ethel Brann, Lake Geneva 

Mrs. Tom Dakin, Mauston 

Mrs. Ruth Smith, Blair 

Muriel Fuller, La Crosse 


Federal Co-Ordinator 


Report on Attitude of Senators and 
Congressmen from Wisconsin on 
S48 and HR 2465 

Senators: 

Wiley. Contacted Senate Labor and Wel- 
fare Committee and urged early consid- 
eration. Promised to give consideration to 
it when it appeared before Senate. 

McCarthy. Promised careful consideration. 


Congressmen: 

Ist District, Lawrence H. Smith. No re- 
sponse. 

2nd District, Glen R. Davis. Because he 


had just taken office when my letter 
reached him, had not yet examined bill. 
Promised consideration. 


8rd District, William H. Stevenson. No re- 
sponse. 

4th District, John C. Brophy. Interest and 
consideration. 

5th District, Charles J. Kersten. Promised 
consideration. 

6th District, Frank B. Keefe. Favorable ac- 
tion. 


7th District, Reid F. Murray. No response. 

8th District, John W. Byrnes. Unfavorable; 
feels that this is a project for state, rather 
than federal government. 


9th District, Merlin Hull. Favorable. 
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10th District, Alvin O’Konski. Favorable. 
Ruth Shapiro, Federal Co-ordinator 


Salaries and Personnel Committee 

The Executive Board asked us to report 
on that part of the Griffenhagen Survey 
which was pertinent to the library profession. 
To date, however, the very little informa- 
tion which has been released, contains ap- 
proval of a few isolated library salaries with- 
out recommendations for change. 

The committee was agreed that recruit- 
ment continues to be the most important 
need within its scope, and that something 
definite in that direction should be done by 
the Association. Because funds had not been 
allocated for the publishing of a recruiting 
pamphlet we have attempted to confine our 
proposals to projects which can be accom- 
plished with a minimum of expense. 

Since the shortages of personnel are on 
the professional level, we feel that the re- 
cruitment efforts should be aimed primarily 
at college students. Therefore, the commit- 
tee recommends that a letter be sent out, 
over the signature of a College Librarian, to 
the Vocational Counselor of each college 
within the state. The letter should indicate 
the need for librarians, and the salaries that 
might be expected and should include 10-20 
copies of a good puplished brochure such as 
“Books and People” by the American Li- 
brary Association. 

Cost approximately $15.00. 

It is obvious that in order to attract re- 
cruits of desirable caliber, library salaries, in 
toto, must be comparable to those in other 
professions requiring like training. It should 
be understood that individual librarians must 
make a very definite distinction between the 
various levels of professional library duties 
and clerical duties in order to justify claims 
for improved professional salaries. 

In order to make available, to librarians 
throughout the state, information necessary 
to substantiate requests for adequate sal- 
aries, we propose that a study be made of 
library salaries in Wisconsin as of January 
1948. It is further proposed that informa- 
tion be obtained on other professions in 
public service and that the results be dis- 
tributed to every cooperating library. 

Cost approximately $25.00. 
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Included in the activities of the commit- 
tee is a talk by Mr. William Chait at the 
Wisconsin Library Association business meet- 
ing 1947, on “Recruiting Young People for 
the Profession.” 

Helen Lincoln 
Muriel S. Marchant 
Robert Agard 
William Chait 
Elton Fry, Chairman 


Publicity Committee 

The Publicity Committee of the Wiscon- 
sin Library Association submits the foilow- 
ing report of its year’s work: 

Three issues of the WLA Newsletter were 
mailed to members, one in February to 501 
members, one in August and one in Septem- 
ber each to 513 members, names of new 
members having been added. In addition, 
three post card notices of pending legisla- 
tion were sent to all members. 

News releases sent to 346 state papers in- 
cluded one about the Midwest Conference 
and three of the Library Browser. Because 
of paper shortages, as well as the extra 
work involved, it was impossible to send the 
Browser to both the newspapers and the 
local libraries. As a compromise, it was sent 
to the editors with a covering letter explain- 
ing its purpose and recommending that the 
editor give it a local slant by contacting his 
local librarian. 

An accurate check on what papers print- 
ed the Browser could not be made, since 
editors cannot very well be asked to send 
marked copies. Some editors did, however, 
and a very few librarians replied to the 
request in the February Newsletter, by send- 
ing copies. By personal observation of the 
papers near Milwaukee (excluding the big 
Milwaukee dailies) it was discovered that 
every one of these papers receiving the 
Browser printed it. 

The first Newsletter and first Browser 
were hand addressed by the Committee. All 
other material was addressographed using 
Milwaukee Public Library equipment. About 
1000 addressograph plates were made cov- 
ering the membership list and the state 
newspapers. These are being turned over to 
the Association with a bill for the materials 
but not the labor. 

The labor of making the plates and mi- 
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meographing and addressographing all the 

above material was contributed by the Mil- 

waukee Public Library. 

The Committee recommends: 

. That when time and paper supply per- 
mit, publicity releases be sent to both 
newspapers and local librarians. At 
other times the choice be left to the 
discretion of the new Committee. 

. That the work of preparing the Brow- 
ser be left to one member of the Com- 
mittee, separate from the other publi- 
city work, This is repeating the recom- 
mendation of last year’s committee. 

Frances Clark 
Celia Hauck 
Gerald Caffrey, Chairman 


_ 


1) 


Membership Committee 
The Membership committee obtained a 
list of all the librarians in the state. This 
list was checked with the paid-up members. 
Those who had not paid were sent a card 
urging them to join the Association. There 
were 280 cards sent out. 
Irene Newman 
Mary De Jong 
Ruth Shapiro 
Lucile May, Chairman 


Finance Committee 

This may not be the kind of report you 
expect from the Finance Committee. How- 
ever, we wish to make some suggestions. 
The Membership Committee should have 
an: extensive drive for new members, a 100 
per cent membership from all our libraries. 
The good balance in the treasury is not 
sufficient for any legislative follow-up work. 

We cannot even publish some simple 
leaflets or folders to use in recruiting work 
without money. Our profession does need 
some strong recruiting work. Added funds 
received from a membership drive could be 
partly used for issuing some recruiting liter- 
ature. 

We suggest further that the Executive 
Board discuss and fix the amount of money 
to be used for car allowance, train fare, ho- 
tel room and other expenses connected with 
attending the Executive Board meetings. 

Mrs. Julia P. Pavloff 
Belle Schacht 
Margaret Reynolds, Chairman 
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Centennial Committee 

Whereas: Three members of this Associa- 
tion are members of the Sub-committee on 
Education of the Wisconsin Centennial Com- 
mittee, one of them as ‘the official repre- 
sentative of this Association, 

A meeting of the Sub-committee on Edu- 
cation was held on August 20, 1947 which 
none of the three referred to was able to 
attend, 

At that meeting a preliminary and tenta- 
tive report was presented regarding an Edu- 
cational Exhibit at the 1948 Centennial 
State Fair. In that report the purpose of the 
exhibit is stated to be to “represent the 
school activities now being carried on in the 
state of Wisconsin,” 

The report proceeds to list various agen- 
cies “with educational functions” which 
would be excluded from participation in an 
educational exhibit. Among these is listed: 
“(8) The libraries, museums and art insti- 
tutes,” 

The report further states: “By a process 
of elimination we have left a group of 
echoes... , 

It is thus suggested that Education in 
Wisconsin con be properly represented only 
by teachers instructing pupils in class-rooms, 

Resolved: By the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation in convention assembled on Octo- 
ber 6, 1947: 

That we most strongly object to the ex- 
clusion of public libraries from any Centen- 
nial exhibit or activity which assumes to 
represent Education in Wisconsin, and de- 
mand that public libraries shall be given 
their due place in any such planning. 

That a copy of this resolution be sent 
promptly to Mr. C. L. Greiber, chairman of 
the Sub-committee on Education and to Dr. 
Ora R. Rice, chairman of the general com- 
mittee. 


Resolutions Committee 

Resolved: By the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation in annual convention assembled on 
October 6; 1947: 

That we extend our sincere good wishes 
to those colleagues in Wisconsin libraries 
who since our last meeting have retired from 
active service among us: 

Louise Bailey, librarian at Prairie du Sac 

since 1916. 
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Margaret Biggert, for more than 40 years 
librarian at Berlin. 

Mrs. Alta Clark, librarian at Viola since 
1918. 

Mary E. Collins, librarian at Fox Lake for 
38 years. 

Maude V. Dickinson, long on the staff at 
Madison and order librarian for 10 years. 

Lucille C. Menkey, for many years librarian 
at Hudson. 

Mrs. Carrie E. Nicklas, long librarian at 
Platteville. 

Laura Olsen, for more than 385 years li- 
brarian at Eau Claire. 

Maude Race, for many years head cata- 
loger at Kenosha. 

Mary K. Reely, head of Book Selection on 
the Commission staff since 1921. 

George Swan, for 30 years Trustee at Beaver 
Dam. 

Mrs. H. E. Thompson, Secretary of the 
Board at Kaukauna for 42 years. 

Daisy Trilling, librarian and for 27 years 
on the staff at Menasha. 

Alice Wilson, Senior Assistant at Kenosha 
since 1930. 
May they each and every one enjoy a 

long and fruitful leisure. 


Again must we record the loss of col- 
leagues who have passed away: 

Mrs. Hazel Augustine, on the staff at Ra- 
cine since 1913. 

Lillian Beecroft, who retired five years ago 
after long service with the State Histor- 
ical Library. 

Lilly M. E. Borresen, librarian at La Crosse 
for 31 years. 

E. T. Burnside, Trustee at Ripon for many 
years. 

Mrs. W. C. Campbell, since 1907 Trustee 
at Marinette. 

Mrs. Ruth R. Francis, librarian at Oconto 
for many years. 

Charles O. Jandl, member of the Commis- 
sion and for several terms Trustee at 
Racine. 

Anna R. Moore, for many years with the 
Traveling Library Department. 

James A. Stone, long a Trustee at Reeds- 
burg. 

While we mourn the loss of their pre- 
sence among us, we are proud of their con- 
tribution to library service in our state. 
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Nominating and Elections Committee 
The Nominating Committee reported the 
following members of the Wisconsin Library 
Association as officers for the Wisconsin 
Library Association for 1947-1948 and 1948- 
1949: 
President. Mrs. Jane K. Billings, Clintonville 
Vice President. Miss Dorothea Krause, Wau- 
sau 
Secretary. Miss Margie Sornson, Appleton 
Treasurer. Miss Dorothy Last, Rice Lake 
A. L. A. Representative. Miss Hazel Laing, 
Marinette 
Mrs. A. L. Anderson 
Josephine Austin 
Marguerite Christensen 
Ruth P. Hayward 
Clara L. Lindsley 
Laura M. Olsen, Chairman 


Great Books 


Whereas, A number of Wisconsin com- 
munities under the leadership of their local 
libraries and in cooperation with other edu- 
cational institutions have sponsored Great 
Books programs, and, 

Wherea, the reading and discussing of 
Great Books has been a traditional activity 
of libraries, and 

Whereas, the Great Books Corporation is 
expanding this successful program, now 
therefore be it 

Resolved: That the Wisconsin Library 
Association does hereby go on record as 
endorsing this worthy democratic process, 
and instructs its officers to inform the Great 
Books Corporation of this endorsement, and 

Further Resolved: That the President of 
the Wisconsin Library Association appoint a 
committee of five to study the implications 
of this program to the libraries of Wiscon- 
sin, and its further extension through library 
sponsorship in cooperation with other edu- 
cational agencies and report its findings to 
the executive board for possible action by 
this association. 

Mrs. Ethel M. Brann, Lake Geneva 


Workers with Children and Young People 

An active part of the Wisconsin Library 
Association is the section, Workers with 
Children and Young People. This section 
meets not only in the fall at the time of 
the regular Wisconsin Library Association 
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convention, but it sponsors as well an an- 
nual spring meeting. 

In order to give the Workers with Chil- 
dren and Young People of various parts of 
the state an opportunity to gain inspiration 
and knowledge from the discussion and 
speakers, the spring meeting is held in a 
different part of the state each year. This 
Spring conference has now developed into 
a two day event. Children’s librarians, school 
librarians, librarians in small libraries, and 
school people who are near the host city 
are benefited by the Spring meeting. 

Therefore, since this section of Workers 
with Children and Young People is a divi- 
sion of the Wisconsin Library Association 
and holds a Spring conference and work- 
shop, be it 

Resolved: That the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation authorize the executive board of 
the Wisconsin Library Association to an- 
nually subsidize the spring meeting of the 
Wisconsin Library Association Section of 
Workers with Children and Young People, 
this subsidy to be based on a budget pre- 
pared by the section and approved by the 
executive board. 

Florence Hensey, Wausau 


State Library Salaries 


Whereas, It has been determined by the 
Legislature that there shall be a thorough 
study and revision of the classification and 
pay plan of state personnel in the civil serv- 
ice system, to be reported by February 1, 
1948; and 

Whereas, It is evident that the proper 
and adequate treatment of professional per- 
sonnel is one of the major fields requiring 
adjustment in such revision, and 

Whereas, The present tatus of professional 
librarians in the state salary schedule is 
distinctly below the grades of pay neces- 
sary to compensate for the training and ex- 
perience required, and therefore below the 
grade of pay necessary to obtain and retain 
the professional librarians required for serv- 
ice to the state: 

Resolved: By the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation assembled in annual convention at 
Minneapolis, Minnesota on October 6, 1947; 
That we urgently request that the proposed 
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revision shall include a proper classification 
scheme and a fully adequate salary schedule 
for professional library personnel: 

That a copy of this Resolution be trans- 
mitted promptly to the Director of Person- 
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nel of the State of Wisconsin, with the re- 
quest that it be included for full considera- 
tion as soon as the proposed study is or- 
ganized. 

C. B. Lester 





NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


Badger History 

The first issue of the new magazine “Bad- 
ger History,” edited by Mary Tuohy Ryan 
appeared in October. Published by the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, the maga- 
zine is for junior high school age with a 
Junior Badger History supplement for 5th 
and 6th grades. It is published monthly 
during the school year; the subscription price 
is 75c, single copies 15c. The October issue 
contains “Helps for Wisconsin Centennial 
Study,” by Mrs. Ryan—you would undoubt- 
edly like to check to see if you have all the 
available material. The magazine will be 
a good source for Wisconsin history material 
to help answer some of your Centennial re- 
quests. 

Also, Mrs. Ryan, as Supervisor of School 
Services for the Historical Society, is issuing 
a monthly Wisconsin Teacher Newsletter. 
The September one explains the school pro- 
gram of the Society. A request to her at 
816 State Street, Madison 6, Wisconsin, will 
put you on the mailing list. 


The Public Library Inquiry 

Forty-nine representative American com- 
munities, ranging from metropolitan to rur- 
al, have been selected by the Public Library 
Inquiry for an intensive cross-sectional study 
of the country’s library facilities, Dr. Robert 
D. Leigh, director of the Inquiry, has an- 
nounced. 

He also disclosed that 23 research pro- 
jects will be undertaken, covering all as- 
pects of the library as an institution for 
“community enlightenment.” . . . 

Financed by a grant of $175,000 from 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York and 
conducted by the Social Science Research 
Council, the Inquiry is making a compre- 
hensive survey of the adequacy of the pub- 
lic library as a source of citizen information, 
and an analysis of its actual and potential 
contribution to American society. 


In each of the 49 communities selected 
for study, the character of the library fa- 
cilities and their relation to the needs of the 
population will be analyzed. One or more 
staff members from the Inquiry will visit 
each community. Racine Public Library is 
the library in Wisconsin to be studied. ~— 


W. E. A. Library Sectional Meeting 

The annual meeting of the Library Sec- 
tion of the Wisconsin Education Association 
was held on November 7 in the Lotus Room 
of the Plankinton Hotel, Milwaukee. There 
were 111 present at the luncheon and many 
more came in for the program which fol- 
lowed. A number of librarians from public 
libraries attended, as well as Elizabeth Burr 
and Mrs. Orrilla Thompson of the Commis- 
sion staff, 


Christine Pedersen, librarian of Lincoln 
High School, Wisconsin Rapids, president 
of the Section, presided. The program in- 
cluded two very helpful talks. Wilma Ben- 
nett, assistant professor of Library Science 
at the University of Wisconsin Library 
School, discussed “Occupational Informa- 
tion.” Dr. A. A. Suppan of Milwaukee State 
Teachers College took as his topic “New 
Books, New Worlds: The Problem of the 
Wide Reading Program.” 


Library Commission and Wisconsin 
Library Association Meet 

At the invitation of the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission, representatives of the 
Wisconsin Library Association and members 
of the Commission staff met with the Com- 
mission on November 18 in Madison. 

Those present from the Wisconsin Library 
Association were Mrs. Jane Billings, presi- 
dent of the Association and librarian at 
Clintonville; Marie Barkman, Sheboygan; 
Mrs. Ethel Brann, Lake Geneva; Dorothea 
Krause, Wausau; Clara Laughton, Platteville; 


December, 1947 


Mrs. Irene Metke, Fort Atkinson; Mrs. Bu- 
ford Smith, Blair; and Mrs. Ruth Wieber, 
Ladysmith. 

A preliminary meeting was held on Tues- 
day morning when problems relative to li- 
brary service in the state were discussed. 
Out of this discussion came plans for the 
organization of Citizen Groups and a de- 
tailed study of local library needs in Wis- 
consin communities. A news release was giv- 
en out to the press following the meeting 
and has also been sent to librarians. It in- 
cluded the following statement addressed 
to citizens of the state: 

“We believe that good government and 
democracy cannot thrive if there is not wide 
interest and participation among the citizens 
themselves. We believe that citizens hesi- 
tate to participate in community affairs and 
government and will not participate wisely 
if they are no informed, and that the means 
to keep informed today are neither adequate 
nor sufficiently widespread. We believe that 
education should not be for the young only 
but that every citizen should keep alert and 
learning throughout his years to get the most 
out of his life personally and to be useful 
as a citizen. We believe that the people, 
young and old, in every community in the 
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state, should have access to a free, nearby 
public agency of information where the 
knowledged furnished will be easy of ac- 
cess, easily understood, unbiased, non-par- 
tisan, and the product of our most reliable 
and informed sources. We especially believe 
that such service should be carried to the 
people in open-country and rural areas. We 
believe that existing libraries should be re- 
designed, strengthened and supported to the 
point where they can help meet this crucial 
need and that those areas now without any 
such service should immediately be provided 
for. 

“The Commission has information as to 
the existing services in each county and is 
prepared to make first recommendations. It 
proposes a detailed study of local needs not 
now covered by existing local services. In 
the meantime it asks local library boards, 
citizen groups and public spirited organiza- 
tions and people to consider and discuss 
these problems and to write the Commission 
at the State Capitol of their interest and 
desires. The Commission wants to assist and 
work with all such local citizen groups to 
the limit of its ability. Address C. B. Lester, 
Secretary, Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion, State Capitol, Madison.” 





NEW BOOKS 


Through the cooperation of a number of readers, the Bulletin presents annotations on 
current adult books, signed by their initials, M. K. R. is Mary K. Reely; D. R. M., Dr. 
Dorothy Reed Mendenhall; E. T., Mrs. Elsie Thomas; P. K., Paul Kayser; O. M. T., Orrilla 
M. Thompson; K. J. M., Katharine J. Middleton; J. T. S., Jennie T. Schrage. 


Philosophy 
Huxley, Aldous. The world of Aldous 


Huxley, an omnibus of his fiction 
and non-fiction over three decades, 
edited and with an introduction by 
Charles J. Rolo. 1947. 544p. Harper, 
$3.50. 171.7 


Excellent omnibus of the work of Hux- 
ley during the last quarter century. Con- 
tains one full novel—Antic Hay, excerpts 
from several others, numerous short 
stories, poems and essays. These give, 
with the comprehensive introduction by 


Charles J. Rolo, a complete survey of 
the life and work of this provocative 
author. With A touchstone for ethics, by 
T. H. Huxley and Julian Huxley, 1947, 
257p. Harper, $3., the Huxley family is 
brought up to date. D.R.M. 


Social Sciences 


Fine, Benjamin. Our children are 
cheated; the crisis in American edu- 
cation. 1947. 244p. Holt, $3. 370.973 


Will be of interest to anyone in teach- 
ing profession particularly those connect- 
ed with elementary or high schools. The 
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author is frank about why the teaching 
profession no longer attracts young peo- 
ple. The value of the book lies in its 
honest analysis of the situation and the 
suggestions the author makes for rem- 
edying the situation. D.R.M. 


See Booklist 44:100 N. 15 ’47. 


Meyer, Cord, jr. Peace or anarchy. 
1947. 233p. Little, $2.50. 341 


The author, a twenty-seven-year-old 
veteran, is proposing that amendments be 
made to the United Nations charter 
which will give the U. N. authority and 
power to prohibit an armament race be- 
tween suspicious and defiant nations and 
prevent aggression. He places this re- 
sponsibility upon the American people 
in no uncertain terms. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:101 N. 15 ’47. 


Stassen, Harold Edward. Where I 
stand. 1947. 205p. Doubleday, $2. 
338.91 


A candidate for the Republican nom- 
ination for the presidency in 1948 makes 
a statement of his political, economic 
and social convictions. He has drawn on 
his own experiences and those of others 
who have successfully tried the methods 
he advocates. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:81 N. 1 ’47. 


Voorhis, Horace Jeremiah. Confes- 
sions of a congressman. 1947. 365p. 
Doubleday, $3.50. 328.73 


Mr. Voorhis relates his experiences 
through ten years as representative from 
California. He tells his own achievements 
and disappointments in the House. In 
answering such questions as: “Why did 
you run for Congress?” “How did you 
get elected?” “What are congressmen 
like?” and “What is a congressman, 
who tries to do his job, up against?” he 
has given an illuminating account of a 
hard-working congressman’s life. An in- 
dex would have made the book more use- 
ful. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:107 N. 15 ’47. 
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Whitman, Evelyn Ardis.. I’m tired of 
grandma. 1946. 246p. Bobbs, $2.50. 
896 


The author, a busy wife and mother, 
comes to the defense of modern women. 
She arrived at her conclusions after con- 
sulting old papers, diaries, magazines 
and authorities who have done research 
in the modern field. Not only a defense 
but a challenge. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:84 N. 1 ’47. 
Natural Science—Useful Arts 


Gould, John. The house that Jacob 
built. 1947. 256p. Morrow, $2.75. 
630.1 


John Gould’s great-grandfather built 
the house in 1780; John rebuilt it after 
it burned down in 1940, outwardly the 
same but modernized within. As in Far- 
mer takes a wife, this book tells, in a 
series of separate chapters, stories of the 
past as well as references to the present 
of the house and family. Reads aloud 
well, is even better than the previous 
book. J.T.S. 


See Booklist 44:48 O. 1 ’47. 


Lemmon, Robert S. How to attract 
the birds: planting, feeding, hous- 
ing. 1947. 126p. illus. Doubleday, 
$1.50. 598 


Easy-to-follow methods, materials and 
devices for attracting birds, adaptable to 
a wide variety of places anywhere in 
the U. S. and Lower Canada. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:101 N. 15 47. 


Platt, Rutherford. Our flowering 
world. 1947. 278p. illus. Dodd, $6. 
580 


The story of the world’s flora and its 
progress from prehistoric times to its 
present state. In untechnical language 
and with 168 photographs the author 
takes the reader through woods and 
fields. He shows the effects upon plant 
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life of the Coal age, of the moving of 
continents and of the great Labrador 
glacier. Recommended for all libraries. 

O.M.T. 


Fine Arts 
Affelder, Paul. How to build a record 
library, a guide to planned collect- 


ing of recorded music. 1947. 256p. 
Dutton, $3.50. 789.9 


So planned that each individual can 
find his own musical level. More than 700 
compositions listed and discussed briefly. 
Further aids include four ready-made 
basic record libraries valued at $50, $100, 
$200 and $300 respectively; information 
on care of records and their manufac- 
ture. O.M.T. 


Ball, John, jr. Records for pleasure. 
1947, 214p. Rutgers, $2.50. 789.9 


Guide to the practical methods of buy- 
ing and caring for records and record 
equipment. Includes a critical listing of 
200 basic records, and glossary of record 
talk. Recommends record dealers and 
books. O.M.T. 


Flexner, James Thomas. American 
painting, first flowers of our wilder- 
ness. 1947. 368p. illus. Houghton, 
$10. 759.1 


A valuable book for understanding of 
early American life as illustrated by 
Colonial art. This is a beautifully chos- 
en comprehensive selection of 162 re- 
productions of colonial art. The author’s 
scientific background is shown in his 
eareful characterization of each artist 
and his production in the text and in the 
voluminous notes to each chapter. To 
make the book more useful to the stu- 
dent there is added a bibliography of 
general sources and also a list of source 
references, given in order in which the 
material is discussed, as well as a com- 
plete index. The care given to each detail 
makes the book most valuable to the 
student but the general reader will suc- 
cumb to its charm. Would make a good 
title for the Memorial gift collection. 

D.R.M. 
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Literature 


Brooks, Van Wyck. The times of Mel- 
ville and Whitman. 1947. 489p. Dut- 
ton, $5. 810.9 


The fourth volume of this series on 
American literary history recreates for 
us the years from the middle of the last 
century down to the nineties—roughly 
the same period as the volume New Eng- 
land Indian summer (BULLETIN, Oct. 
1940). As in previous volumes there is 
especial attention to rural America and 
emphasis on our early naturalists—the 
poets and artists who pictured the coun- 
tryside. Likewise does this volume show 
the result of meticulous research and 
study of even the minor figures and the 
inter-relationship between contempor- 
aries. D.R.M. 


See Booklist 44:86 N. 1 ’47. 


Derleth, August. A boy’s way; pictures 
by Dwig. 1947. 109p. Stanton & 
Lee, $2. 811 or 821 


Owes its charm perhaps more to the 
pictures than the poems, though some 
of them are authentic boy. 


McKenney, Ruth. The loud red Pat- 
rick. 1947. 159p. Harcourt, $2.50. 
828 


The author of My sister Hileen goes 
on with the family chronicle, basing her 
stories here on the outrageous behavior 
and tall tales of Grampa Flannigan, 
called “the loud, red Patrick” to dis- 
tinguish him from the numberless Pat- 
rick Flannigans with red or black hair. 


See Booklist 44:43 O. 1 ’47. J.T.S. 


Mott, Frank Luther. Golden multi- 
tudes: the story of best sellers in 
the United States. 1947. 3857p. Mac- 
millan, $5. 810.9 


Basing “best seller” on a sale of 1% 
of the population of the United States 
during the decade of publication, Mott 
discusses popular tendencies, with espe- 








172 


cial attention to books that topped the 
2,000,000 mark, giving background and 
anecdotes as well as serious discussion. 
More interesting than one would think by 
the topic or format. J.T.S. 


Sedgwick, Ellery. Atlantic harvest. 
1947. 679p. Little, $4.50. 
810.8 or 820.8 


Ellery Sedgwick, author of The happy 
profession (BULLETIN, Nov. 1946), has 
here presented an anthology of 47 selec- 
tions chosen from the Atlantic Monthly 
1864 to 1938. His introduction to the book 
and the short biographical and critical 
comments prefacing each contribution 
are both stimulating and moving. Mark 
Twain, Sarah Orne Jewett, Agnes Rep- 
plier, William James, Galsworthy, Hem- 
ingway, John Muir, Nora Waln, Mary 
Webb, are some of the names included in 
the list of contributors. Recommended to 
that large group of readers who enjoyed 
The happy profession. E.T. 


See Booklist 44:48 O. 1 ’47. 


Wiley, Alexander. Laughing with 
Congress. 1947. 228p. Crown, $3. 
817 or 827 


Wisconsin’s senior senator has com- 
piled numerous stories and bits of re- 
partee from the Congressional Record 
and other political sources, to show that 
legislation has its lighter side. Much of 
the repartee is naturally caustic. The 
cartoon illustrations are also amusing. 

STS. 


Description and Travel 


Drury, John. Historic midwest houses. 
1947. 246p. illus. Univ. of Minnesota 
Press, $5. 917.7 


The author, a Chicago newspaperman, 
has made a hobby of visiting and writ- 
ing about old and interesting houses. In 
this book he has given us historic houses 
of twelve midwestern states including 
Wisconsin. He has told the story of nine 
representative Wisconsin houses in terms 
of the person who made it historic. The 
house is not always the oldest house in 
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the territory. More than half are mu- 
seums open to visitors. Excellent for any 
library. O.M.T. 


Gillham, Charles E. Raw north. 1947. 
275p. Barnes, $3.75. 917.12 


A man’s book of day-by-day life in the 
Yukon and Alaska. The author traveled 
by plane, from Alberta to the Arctic 
ocean and south over Alaska. Because he 
likes people he made friends with all 
sorts, from pilots to Eskimos and writes 
of them entertainingly. Recommended for 
larger libraries. K.J.M. 


Mauldin, Bill. Back home. 1947. 315p. 
illus. Sloane, $3.50. 917.3 


An ex-G.I. has given us the state of 
things, in the United States, as he found 
them when he returned from the war. 
He has used cartoons and frank comment 
to express his opinion on many things— 
the housing shortage, race relations, im- 
migration and D. P.’s, the Veterans’ ad- 
ministration and the United Nations, to 


mention only a few. O.M.T. 
See Booklist 44:105 N. 15 747. 
Meeker, Olivia and Oden. .. . and 


points south. 1947. 336p. Random, 
$3. 918 


A light-hearted account of a_ ten- 
months’ trip through most of the coun- 
tries south of the Border. The traveler- 
authors had an eye for the funny as well 
as the serious aspects of life. The reader 
will find at the end that he has accumu- 
lated much information about people and 
customs, little of which will be very use- 
ful but most of which has entertained 
him. K.J.M. 


Strode, Hudson. Now in Mexico. 1947. 
365p. illus. Harcourt, $5. 917.2 


“Now in Mexico you will find strange 
paradoxes abiding under the clearest 
sky.” Informal and charming picture of 
Mexico based on personal visits by the 
author of Timeless Mexico (BULLETIN, 
Dec. 1944) which deals with its history. 

J.T.S. 
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Clapp, Margaret. Forgotten first citi- 
zen: John Bigelow. 1947. 341p. Lit- 
tle, $4. 921 


John Bigelow, distinguished journalist 
and author, exemplified in his long life 
(1817-1911) his firm belief that an Amer- 
ican citizen’s time and talents should be 
devoted to the advancement of democ- 
racy. In this biography we are reminded 
of his many public accomplishments. Of 
special interest are the chapters which 
tell of his activities as a founder of the 
New York Public Library and his out- 
standing service to the American Repub- 
lic during the Civil war period when he 
served as Consul at Paris and later as 
Minister to France. jy A 


See Booklist 44:14 S. 1 ’47. 


Coupland, Reginald. Livingstone’s last 
journey. 1947. 257p. Macmillan, 
$3.50. 921 


This is a vivid narrative of the last 
missionary journey of David Livingstone 
from March, 1866, when he landed on 
the east coast of Africa to the time of 
his lonely death in the interior in May, 
1873. His dramatic rescue by Henry 
Stanley of the New York Herald is re- 
lated with some frank criticisms of Stan- 
ley by the author. Evidently one purpose 
of the book is to give a detailed defense 
of Kirk and Waller, Livingstone’s life- 
long friends, against charges of neglect 
made by Stanley and other writers. E.T. 


Finch, Edith. Carey Thomas of Bryn 
Mawr. 1947. 325p. Harper, $3.50. 
921 


Carey Thomas believed a woman’s in- 
tellect was equal to a man’s. In 1875, in 
spite of ridicule and wide-spread criti- 
cism, she demanded and secured for her- 
self a college education, followed by a 
course of study at Leipzig and a degree 
from the University of Zurich. In this 
book we read of her lifelong devotion to 
advanced education for women. Identified 
with Bryn Mawr College from its open- 
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ing in 1885 until 1920, serving as dean 
and later as president, her brilliant mind 
and dynamic personality made her na- 
tionally famous. E.T. 


Harvey, Athelstan George. Douglas 
of the fir; a biography of David 
Douglas, botanist. 1947. 247p. Har- 
vard Univ. Press, $4. 921 


The famous Douglas fir was named 
in honor of this young Scotch botanist 
who was sent to western America in 
1825 by the London Horticultural Soci- 
ety. You may not be especially interested 
in plant collecting, but you will find the 
account of his daring explorations in 
Oregon, British Columbia, California and 
the Sandwich Islands a thrilling story of 
adventure and achievement. E.T. 


Lubbock, Percy. Portrait of Edith 
Wharton. 1947. 249p. Appleton, $3. 
921 


The author, an English critic, permits 
several others to contribute to his por- 
trait; the result is a fascinating study 
of a novelist to whom her position as a 
woman of fashion was more important 
than her art. Not easy reading; for larg- 
er libraries, or special readers elsewhere. 


See Booklist 44:49 O. 1 ’47. M.K.R. 


Mitchell, Stewart, ed. New letters of 
Abigail Adams, 1788-1801, edited 
with an introduction by Stewart 
Mitchell. 1947. 281p. Houghton, $5. 

921 


A collection of letters of this famous 
American, never before published. They 
were written to her sister in the crucial 
days of the republic—covering the pe- 
riod of her husband’s vice-presidency and 
presidency. They are full of details of 
family life and pointed opinions of some 
of the distinguished personages of this 
period. They are a vivid picture of the 
life of the 18th century. Unlike her let- 
ters edited by her grandson, Charles 
Francis Adams, the letters are not cut 
or corrected for punctuation or spelling 
and are lively reading. An excellent in- 
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troduction, an index, genealogical charts 
and a bibliography make the book suit- 
able for high school and college readings 
in American history. D.R.M. 


Robinson, Charles Alexander, jr. Alex- 
ander the Great; the meeting of 
East and West in world government 
and brotherhood. 1947. 252p. Dut- 
ton, $3.75. 921 


A timely book giving a clear account 
of the campaigns of Alexander in his 
conquest of Egypt, Persia and India 
2200 years ago, apparently in his 20’s— 
he died at 33. Alexander had definite vi- 
sions of a world government based on 
the brotherhood of man. At 20 he was 
the only one of the four world conquerors 
with this vision. D.R.M. 


See Booklist 44:15 S. 1 ’47. 


History 


Allen, Robert S. Lucky forward, the 
history of Patton’s Third U. S. Ar- 
my. 1947. 424p. Vanguard, $5. 

940.53 


A gripping story of General George 
Patton and his Third Army in its sweep 
through Europe—presenting many con- 
troversial points concerning the 'relation- 
ship of Patton and Third Army to the 
general allied forces. Packed with inti- 
mate details of the feats of arms of the 
Third Army but written with what may 
prove to be a biased point of view. P.K. 


See Booklist 44:103 N. 15 ’47. 


Phillips, James Duncan. Salem and 
the Indies, the story of the great 
commercial era of that city. 1947. 
468p. Houghton, $6. 974.4 


A scholarly book about the develop- 
ment of Salem as one of the great com- 
mercial ports after the Revolution when 
her ships sailed far and wide and for- 
tunes were made by men whose names 
became famous in New England affairs. 
There is much detailed information about 
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the ships, their owners, thei? cargoes, 
and the daily life of Salem during its 
great days between wars. For larger li- 
braries. K.J.M. 


Shirer, William Lawrence. End of a 
Berlin diary. 1947. 369p. Knopf, 
$3.50. 940.53 


The author concludes his Berlin diary 
(BULLETIN, Oct. 1941) in this book. It 
is a record of his return to Germany in 
October 1945 and his further investiga- 
tion of the Nazi military machine. This 
book begins with the liberation of Paris, 
the U. S. Army’s capture of Aachen, the 
death of President Roosevelt and the end 
of the war. He discusses the San Fran- 
cisco conference and his hopes for peace. 
Several chapters appeared in the Atlan- 
tic Monthly. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:31 S. 15 ’47. 
Fiction 
Best, Herbert. Whistle, 


whistle. 1947. 300p. 
$3.50. 


Gramma Truttle becomes the talk of 
the Lake Champlain country after the 
Revolutionary War when she kidnaps a 
stage-coach and rescues her granddaugh- 
ter from her angry family, as the first 
of a number of unusual adventures. 
Gramma had scalped an Indian brave 
before she reached the age of eighteen 
and life from that point on was unpre- 
dictable. A colorful story for all libraries. 


See Booklist 44:90 N. 1 ’47. O.M.T. 


daughter, 
Macmillan, 


Breslin, Howard. The tamarack tree. 
1947. 8378p. Whittlesey, $3. 


A story centered around the dramatic 
consequences of the famous 1840 Whig 
convention, in the lives of the people of 
Stratton, Vermont. Daniel Webster was 
the speaker with 20,000 people gathering 
to hear him and enjoy the occasion. A 
good historical novel for adult readers. 
Small libraries will need to read before 
buying. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:108 N. 15 ’47. 
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Brown, Joe D. Stars in my crown. 
1947. 266p. Morrow, $2.75. 


Parson Gray came to Walesburg from 
service in Quantrill’s Guerrillas, at the 
end of the Civil war. Young Doc had 
been educated in Vienna, and thought 
science took the place of God. It took an 
epidemic to resolve their conflict. This 
and other stories of the parson are told 
by his grandson, which brings the book 
into the group of father-and-son stories, 
those this is grandfather. J.T.S. 


See Booklist 44:108 N. 15 ’47. 


Carroll, Gladys Hasty. While the an- 
gels sing. 1947. 178p. Macmillan, 
$2.50. 


The Christmas season in the Thomp- 
son family, as told by Grandmother Mon- 
roe, brings out the individual personality 
of each member of the family. Well-writ- 
ten, interesting, not over-sentimental, a 
satisfactory Christmas novel. A yh 8 


See Booklist 44:109 N. 15 ’47. 


Duncan, Thomas W. Gus the great. 
1947. 703p. Lippincott, $3.50. 


A long novel—life-story of Augustus 
H. Burgoyne, showman, newspaperman 
and promoter on a grand scale. It has a 
background of the city of Tamarack in 
the mid-western farm belt. Gus came to 
understand some of the tricks necessary 
to material success in this world and yet 
he never quite attained his highest goals. 


See Booklist 44:50 O. 1 747. O.M.T. 


Forbes, Kathryn. Transfer point. 1947. 
195p. Harcourt, $2.75. 


A homey story of a little girl, Allie 
Barton, who is growing up in a puzzling 
adult atmosphere in San Francisco. Al- 
lie’s philosophy is colored by her effort 
to be loyal to both her father and her 
mother who are separated. Life in a “re- 
spectable” boarding house is pictured for 
us as Allie sees it. Recommended. O.M.T. 


‘See Booklist 44:108 N. 15 747. 
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Frey, Alexander M. The stout-hearted 
cat. 1947. 140p. Holt, $2.50. 


Sub-titled A fable for cat lovers, this 
is a sort of puss-in-boots story that chil- 
dren may enjoy, but that has touches for 
adults, on the order of Saint Exupery’s 
The little prince (BULLETIN, June 1943). 
Those who liked that will like this, also. 

J.T.S. 


Furnas, Marthedith. The far country. 
1947. 304p. Harper, $2.75. 


Historical novel of the Gold Rush days. 
The diary of Unwin Shaw takes the 
reader through pioneer experiences of 
hunger, famine and disease from Kansas 
to Oregon and California. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:44 O. 1 ’47. 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson. Came a 
cavalier. 1947. 577p. Messner, $3. 


Romance of American Red Cross work- 
er and French cavalry officer in 1919, 
followed by a 1939-1944 section on this 
family in the second World War, sons 
and husband at war and the women on 
the estate in Normandy. Well written, 
interesting, based on authentic facts in 
both sections, though the characters are 
fictional. Pid tsa 


See Booklist 44:61 O. 15 ’47. 


Panter-Downes, Mollie. One fine day. 
1947. 241p. Little, $2.50. 


One day in the lives of an English fam- 
ily in post-war England, which gives as 
vivid an idea of what the English “gent- 
ry” are facing now as her Letter from 
England gave of life in war-time Eng- 
land in 1940. PB ch: J 

See Booklist 44:109 N. 15 47. 


Popkin, Zelda. Small victory. 1947. 
280p. Lippincott, $2.75. 


This novel is based on experience in 
Germany after the surrender, and gives 
a vivid picture of the human problems 
faced by those who would rebuild a civ- 
ilization there, both among the defeated 
and among the workers in AMG. J.T.S. 


See Booklist 44:109 N. 15 ’47. 








176 


Priestley, J. B. Jenny Villiers. 1947. 
183p. Harper, $2.50. 


In which a modern playwright is pro- 
jected into happenings 100 years earlier 
in the Green Room of an English pro- 
vincial theatre. Makes one think of Ber- 
keley Square. Light, charming story. 


See Booklist 44:15 N. 15 747. J.T.S. 


Winslow, Anne. A quiet neighbor- 
hood. 1947. 241p. Knopf, $2.75. 


Those who enjoyed The dwelling place 
will find the same appreciation of nature 
and humanity in the south, but with a 
charming love story also. Interplay of 
personalities rather than real action, and 
quite a bit of philosophy. J.T.S. 


See Booklist 44:91 N. 1 ’47. 


Woodruff, Philip. The wild sweet 
witch. 1947. 234p. Harcourt, $3. 


A detailed account of three genera- 
tions of an Indian family living in the 
foot hills of the Himalayas and their re- 
lation to the British civil servants who 
are responsible for their actions. The 
“wild sweet witch” given in a quotation 
from Francis Thompson refers to the 
inspiration which disappears as soon as 
an idea is put into words. Well written 
and full of beautiful descriptions of a 
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little known part of India, its people and 
customs. D.R.M. 


See Booklist 44:91 N. 1 ’47. 
Light Romance—Adventure—Mystery 


Bromfield, Louis. Colorado. 1947. 
263p. Harper, $2.75. 


Halleran, E. A. Outlaws guns, a west- 
ern novel. 1947. 239p. Macrae, $2. 


Hancock, Lucy Agnes. Doctor Kim. 
1947. 233p. Macrae, $2. 


Lanham, Edwin. Politics is murder. 
1947. 236p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


Loring, Emilie. Beckoning trails. 1947. 
264p. Little, $2.50. 


MacDonald, William Colt. Bad man’s 
return, a three mesquiteers story. 
1947. 192p. Doubleday, $2. 


Moore, Frances Sarah. Love should be 
laughter. 1947. 256p. Curl, $2. 


Parmenter, Christine Whiting. Fair 
were the days, 1947. 250p. Crowell, 
$2.75. 

Seifert, Elizabeth. Take three doctors. 
1947. 217p. Dodd, $2.50. 


Books for Children and Young People 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 


For Younger Children 


Comfort, Mildred H. Children of the 
Mayflower. 1947. 185p. illus. Beck- 
ley-Cardy, $1.30. 


The story of three Pilgrim children 
from the time that they sail on the May- 
flower until Plymouth becomes a settled 
colony. Simply told, reader-type of ma- 
terial, good title for supplementary 
school use. Grades 4-6. 


Davis, Lavinia R. Roger and the fox. 
1947. [40p.] illus. Doubleday, $2. 


Skiis for his seventh birthday provided 
Roger with the means of seeing the fox 
that he just had to see to be a real Con- 
necticut farm boy. The collaboration of 
the author, Lavinia Davis, and the artist, 
Hildegard Woodward, has produced a 
distinctive picture book of the Connecti- 
cut countryside. 


Daw, Seward E. We live and grow. 
1947. 155p. illus. Beckley-Cardy, 
$1.28. 


A first grade reader with stories on 
citizenship, health, natural science, safe- 
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ty and farm life. Suggested for easy col- 
lections where readers are purchased. 


De Angeli, Marguerite. Jared's island. 
1947. 95p. illus. Doubleday, $2.50. 


The author has written a boy’s book 
in this story of a small lad, cast ashore 
by shipwreck on the New Jersey coast in 
the 1760’s. Life with a Quaker family, 
running away to the Indians, discovery 
of a chest of gold and finding his brother 
again are ingredients of a well written 
tale for 4th and 5th grade readers. Juni- 
or Literary Guild selection. 


Glenn, Elsie. Dumblebum. 
[59p.] illus. Macrae, $2. 


Easy-to-read story of a gay and care- 
free scarecrow who became sad when 
Mrs. Grey Owl told him that he was 
alone in the world, and found real hap- 
piness when Aloysius, the crow, told him 
that the world is full of scarecrows, all 
his brothers. Kurt Wiese pictures. Grades 
2-3. 


1947. 


Graham, Al. The mouse with the small 
guitar. 1947. 35p. illus. Welch, $1.50. 


Designed like Timothy Turtle to be 
read aloud, this is a collection of non- 
sense verses about familiar animals with 
pictures by Tony Palazzo that add to the 
fun. 


Hawkins, Quail. Mark, Mark, shut the 
door. 1947. [29p.] illus. Holiday, 
$1.50. 


A “Beginning to read” book that has a 
real story of a small boy who could not 
remember to shut the door and the fun- 
ny things that happened when he was 
left at home alone. 


Jones, Elizabeth O. Big Susan. 1947. 
83p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


An appealing doll house story that 
combines the fantasy of the wonderful 
night before Christmas when the dolls 
come alive with the child’s world of 
small Susan who is Big Susan to the doll 
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family. The detail in the lovely draw- 
ings by the author-artist add to its read- 
aloud possibilities for six and seven year 
olds and make it an excellent book for 
eight to nine year olds to read them- 
selves. 


Mason, George F. Animal homes. 
1947. 96p. illus. Morrow, $2. 


Same format as the author’s Animal 
tracks (BULLETIN, Oct. 1943). Drawings 
and diagrams show in detail how the 
different homes are made and used. For 
nature lovers of all ages. 


See Booklist 44:94 N. 1 ’47. 


Zolotow, Charlotte. But not Billy. 
1947. [25p.] illus. Harper, bds., 
$1.75. 


A new baby is the central figure of this 
picture book, charmingly illustrated by 
the artist Lys Cassal with a patterned, 
cumulative text by the author of The 
park book (BULLETIN, Feb. 1945). For 
pre-school age. Paper boards with cloth 
spine. 


For Older Boys and Girls 


Burlingame, Roger. Inventors behind 
the inventor. 1947. 211p. Harcourt, 
$3. 


Though certain inventors are famous, 
all of them depended on unknown inves- 
tigators for much of the development of 
their fields, and present day invention is 
found mostly in institutional laboratories, 
with the workers remaining anonymous. 
Here are some of the stories of these 
shadowy inventors. Of interest especially 
to men and boys. J.T.S. 


See Booklist 44:74 O. 15 ’47. 


Davis, Lavinia R. Melody, Mutton 
Bone and Sam. 1947. 245p. illus. 
Doubleday, $2.25. 


A horse story with an element of mys- 
tery that both boys and girls will like. 
Sam and his gang fix up a stable for 
their friend Hoofbeats and solve the 
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mystery about the owner of the finest 
mare in the countryside. Sam grows in 
his understanding of horses and people. 
Line drawings by Paul Brown. Grades 
5-7. 


See Booklist 44:117 N. 15 ’47. 


Du Soe, Robert C. Three without fear. 
1947. 185p. Longmans, $2.25. 


A Robinson Crusoe story of an Amer- 
ican boy, shipwrecked on the coast of 
Baja California, and two orphaned In- 
dian children who together live on the 
country as they make their way to San- 
to Tomas. Perseverance, ingenuity and 
resourcefulness of the three make a 
thrilling story for grades 5-8. 


See Booklist 44:93 N. 1 ’47. 


Felsen, Henry Gregor. Bertie comes 
through. 1947. 212p. illus. Dutton, 
$2.50. 


A different kind of sports story that 
has as a hero the fat boy of the school. 
Against every discouragement he con- 
tinues to try for his letter in all school 
sports because of his love of games and 
for the honor of Heeble High. A story 
full of humor and pathos to encourage 
“fatties” and add status in the eyes of 
his fellow students. Junior high age. 


See Booklist 44:93 N. 1 ’47. 


Fenner, Phyllis R. Fools and funny 
fellows. 1947. 186p. illus. Knopf, 
$2.50. 


“More ‘Time to laugh’ tales” is the 
subtitle of this seventh book in the fa- 
vorite folk tale collections of the story 
teller, Phyllis Fenner. Better for story 
telling use than continuous reading. The 
Hodja, Stormalong, the little jackal and 
the Peterkins are a few of the funny fel- 
lows represented. 


Fenton, Edward. Us and the duchess. 
1947, 209p. illus. Doubleday, $2. 


The Duchess is a stray English setter 
who is adopted by the Evans family, con- 
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sisting of Mother; Muggsy, the young- 
est; thirteen year old Joel; Ellen, away 
at Ballet school; and father, to whom 
dogs were a Responsibility and a Nui- 
sance. A dog and a happy family make 
a good story for grades 5-7. 


See Booklist 44:94 N. 1 ’47. 


Garrett, Helen. Rufous Redtail. 1947. 
158p. illus. Viking, $2.50. 


The story of a red-tailed hawk, with 
beautiful black and white pictures by 
Francis Lee Jaques, For the bird lover 
of all ages. 


See Booklist 44:94 N. 1 ’47. 


Linton, Ralph. Man’s way from cave 
to skyscraper. 1947. 185p. illus. Har- 
per, $2.50. 


A well written anthropology book that 
discusses the races of mankind from the 
scientist’s point of view. For junior and 
senior high school and adult readers. 


See Booklist 44:115 N. 15 47. 


McNeer, May. The Golden Flash. 
1947, 227p. illus. Viking, $3. 


The Golden Flash, one of the first 
steam fire engines, mysteriously disap- 
pears from the City of New York and 
has a series of adventures in its wander- 
ings over the United States, coming into 
contact with men, women and children, 
pioneer, circus performers and gold min- 
ers. Illustrated by Lynd Ward, this is a 
distinctive book of middle 19th century 
Americana. 


See Booklist 44:117 N. 15 ’47. 


McSwigan, Marie. Juan of Manila. 
1947. 152p. illus. Dutton, $2.50. 


Dated only in the sense that it takes 
place during the Japanese occupation, 
this is the story of two boys in the Phil- 
ippine underground movement, broad- 
casting daily messages of encouragement 
to the people of Manila. Like Snow treas- 
ure it is based on a true incident. Grades 
5-7. 


See Booklist 44:94 N. 1 ’47. 
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Maginley, C. J. Historic models of 
early America. 1947. 156p. illus. 
Harcourt, $2.50. 


Instructions and diagrams on how to 
build various models, grouped under the 
headings: transportation, farms, homes 
and villages—listing such things as ox 
carts, Conestoga wagons, the first Ford, 
plows, horn books, butter churns, log 
cabins and stocks. Brief historical de- 
scriptions fit models into social science 
classes. Older boys and adult model build- 
ers. 


Martin, Fran. Sea room. 1947. 229p. 
illus. Harper, $2. 


A real boy story for the sailing en- 
thusiast. Fourteen year old Joe Skin- 
ner’s school problems, bad and good luck 
with building and sailing boats and his 
relationship with his small brother and 
friends make a successful story for 5th 
to 7th grade boys. 


Means, Florence C. Assorted sisters. 
1947. 250p. illus. Houghton, $2.50. 


An American girl moves with her fam- 
ily to a settlement house in Denver, finds 
herself lonely until she makes friends 
with a Spanish girl, a Chinese refugee 
and a Negro girl in one of Denver’s big 
high schools. Racial tolerance as prac- 
ticed in Friendship house and high school 
and family relationships are the values 
in this story for older girls. 


See Booklist 44:115 N. 15 ’47. 


Neilson, Frances F. Dusty for speed. 
1947. 219p. illus. Dutton, $2.50. 


Thirteen-year-old Jan, living with his 
sister and her husband, who are attempt- 
ing to establish a filling station business, 
finds a racing whippet and adopts her. 
The dog is stolen and recovered in time 
to win the grand prize for Jan. The 
three members of the family work hard 
for success and happiness. Grades 5-7. 


Sackett, Rose M. Penny Lavender. 
1947. 249p. illus. Macmillan, $2.50. 
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The trip up the Mississippi from St. 
Louis on a steamboat in the 1840’s intro- 
duces Penny, an orphaned young South- 
erner, to the Bascom family, who are on 
their way to establish their new home 
in pioneer St. Paul. Penny, living with 
her uncle at Fort Snelling, continues her 
friendship with the family. It is an un- 
derstanding story of family relationships 
and pioneer Minnesota. Grades 6-8. 


See Booklist 44:95 N. 1°47. 


Silvers, Earl R. Son of tomorrow. 1947. 
192p. Westminster, $2.50. 


Rutgers University is the background 
for a story of present day competition 
on the campus between emotionally ma- 
tured veterans and seventeen year old 
high school graduates. Written by the 
Rutgers Dean of Men, it is an appealing 
college story with a problem that faces 
today’s high school students and their 
parents. 


Trevor, Elleston. Deep wood. 1947. 
282p. illus. Longmans, $2.50. 


This story of the small animals of the 
woods, written by a young Englishman, 
is full of friendliness, wisdom, humor and 
enchantment. A title to suggest to the 
lover of Wind in the Willows and this 
spring’s Rengey and the beast. 


White, Robb. Secret sea. 1947. 2438p. 
illus. Doubleday, $2. 


The log of the Santa Ybel, a Spanish 
ship on a voyage to New Spain in the 
year of 1519, given to him by a dying 
man rescued from the sea, starts an ex- 
Navy Commander and his crew of one 
on a treasure hunt in the Caribbean. The 
schooner Indra is chased by a black 
sloop, providing danger and plenty of 
adventure for the junior and senior high 
school reader. 


Yates, Raymond F. Boys’ book of 
rockets. 1947. 13lp. illus. Harper, 
$2.50. 


The facts and principles of rocket com- 
bustion and propulsion, illustrated with 
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diagrams and drawings, with the prob- Good picture of the history of the 
lems of rocket flight yet to be overcome trained nurse in the U. S. A., told 
and the development of the jet plane. through biographies of ten outstanding 
For readers 10 and up. 5 ; 
women in the profession. Junior and 
Yost, Edna. American women of nurs- senior high school. D.R.M. 
ing. 1947. 197p. Lippincott, $2.50. 


Commission Member 
The Governor has appointed John R. Barton of Madison as a member of 
the Commission to succeed Mr. Jandl. Mr. Barton is a professor of Rural 
Sociology at the University. 
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